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NOVEMBER MEETING, 1871. 

A stated meeting of the Society was held on Thursday, 
9th instant, at eleven o'clock, a.m. ; the President in the 
chair. 

The Secretary read the records of the last meeting. 

The Librarian read his list of donors for the month. 

The Corresponding Secretary read letters of acceptance from 
David Masson, A.M., of Edinborough, and the Hon. Charles 
H. Bell, of Exeter, N. H. 

The President read a letter from Mr. H. S. Chase, a Boston 
merchant, dated at Chicago, October 19th, communicating a 
copy of the " Chicago Evening Post " of October 17th, which 
he said contained, in the opinion of the citizens there, the best 
account of the fire that has been published; the paper con- 
tained also a correct diagram of the burnt district. 

The following letter from the Rev. William Barry, of Chi- 
cago, suggested by the recent terrible calamity in that city, 
was also read: — 

Chicago, Oct. 18, 1871. 
Charles Deane, Esq. 

My dear Sir, — I cannot refrain from writing a few lines, touching 
our great woe. You know it all : alas ! not all, which can never be 
unveiled. Four long miles of extended, levelled ruins ; a hundred 
thousand homeless ones ; all our palatial structures, all our art-trea- 
sures, our historic memorials, our monuments of taste, culture, learn- 
ing — the glory and pride of the present — one waste and desolation ! 
The precious fruit of over twoscore years of manly toil and aspiration 
has disappeared in half that number of hours. 

Yet not all is lost ; courage and hope spared. The heroism of man 
and woman has transfigured our deep woe. Already hundreds of 
fresh cabins dot our spreading ruins, — to be soon thousands. The fiery 
ordeal has not scorched heart or hope. Chicago will be true, in its 
future, to its past. Give us but the trust and cheer we need. 

Our Historical Building — of which all were proud — is a smoking 
ruin, though art had sought to make it proof against all ventures. 
What that loss to myself is, you, surely, can well weigh. The best 
labors of my best years and thought were given to it. The fiery flood 
has passed over it, and it is gone. 

My far-spent life leaves me little left to retrieve the sad ruin. That 
little may yet be fruitful, with kindly help. May I bespeak this, as it 
may be soon needed. 

I returned hither but the 6th, to share with my two dear daughters 
and their families that week of horrors from the 8th. The husband 
of one was three hundred miles away. Her home (which I watched) 
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was spared, where our all are now gathered. It sheltered the Greeles, 
Clarks, and other refugees. The beautiful home of the other was the 
last house consumed. The green wood beyond (peopled), guarded by 
two hundred pairs of stout hands, arrested the fiery torrent, sparing 
one of the most beautiful parts of our lovely lake-shore. Personally, 
I lost my chief visible property. If insurance fail not, I shall not 
want. 

What shall I say of the thousand angels of mercy that still throng 
our desolate homes and suffering multitudes ! Unspeakable as is our 
full woe, the tongue falters to own the swift charity that has sprung to 
our relief. God bless our helpers all ! 

I write these few hurried lines amidst the dreamlike consciousness 
of what has passed. We are fast wakening to the great future. What 
is done and purposed, pledges us that future will be worthy the past. 
Stern winter is at the door of our tents. Bread — thanks to the na- 
tion's warm charity — lacks now to none. But clothing and shelter for 
the thousand forlorn ones we must long need. 

With the highest esteem, truly yours, 

William Babry. 

P. S. You will understand that this is a personal letter, not official. 
The Society has not yet met. 

A letter was read from our associate, Mr. George T. Davis, 
in which he said that he had become a permanent resident of 
Portland, in Maine, and had thus ceased to be a member of 
the Society ; and expressing the regrets he felt in terminating 
his connection with this association. 

The President, then, gave a detailed representation of the 
plans at present in contemplation for the reconstruction of our 
building, and renewed some suggestions in regard to the en- 
largement of our number of members and the increase of our 
annual assessment. He said that the growing interest in his- 
torical pursuits had been very marked of late in many parts 
of the Commonwealth, and he felt sure that we could gradually 
associate with ourselves fifty or even a hundred more who 
would render us excellent service ; adding, that we owed it to 
others, as well as to ourselves, not to make or keep our Society 
too exclusive. 

Considerable discussion ensued on the reading of this com- 
munication, and it was 

Voted, That the Committee appointed in June, 1869, 
namely, Messrs. Clifford, Ellis, Bt. Gray, Jr., Deane, and 
Washburn (the last taking the place of Mr. George T. Davis, 
who had removed from the State), be requested to consider 
the subject of applying to the Legislature for an amendment 
of the charter of the Society for liberty to enlarge the number 
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of resident members, and to hold more real and personal es- 
tate, and to report to the Society at its next meeting. 

Dr. Ellis spoke of the desirableness of having the matter 
of the " Hutchinson Papers " claimed by the State settled 
before the term of office of the present Attorney-General 
expired. The State waive all claim to any papers except 
those deposited by Alden Bradford, and Mr. Henry Adams 
had been appointed on the part of the State to identify such 
papers. 

Gov. Washburn hoped the Society would accept Mr. Adams 
as umpire on their part, and after some further discussion 
it was 

Voted, That Mr. Henry Adams be accepted as umpire on 
the part of the Society in the matter of the " Hutchinson 
Papers." 

The President said that Mr. Henry A. Whitney had declined 
to serve on the Standing Committee or on the Building Com- 
mittee, to each of which he had been elected at the last 
meeting. 

Mr. Whitmore was chosen to fill the vacancy in the Stand- 
ing Committee. 

Mr. Whitmore communicated a copy of a letter from Wash- 
ington to Richard Henry Lee, written from Cambridge, Aug. 
29, 1775, the same date of a letter from General Washington 
to Lee published by Mr. Sparks in his edition of Washington's 
Writings (vol. iii. p. 68). Both letters contain identical pas- 
sages ; but each contains matter not included in the other.* 

Mr. Deane laid before the Society the following memoranda 
concerning the decease of Mathew Cradock : — 

There seems to have been a lack of information as to the 
time of the death of Matthew Cradock, the first Governor 
of the Massachusetts Company. The last of his four letters 
published in the Winthrop Papers (4 Mass. Hist. Coll., VI. 
118-130), in which he very oddly addresses Governor Win- 
throp as " Governor of London's Plantacon in Mattachusetts 
bay in New England in America," — the name given to the 
chief officer of the subordinate government at Salem before 
the transfer of the charter, — is dated Feb. 27, 1639 (1640). 
His will, in which he speaks of himself as being " in per- 
fect memory and bodily health " (on record in the Middlesex 



* The publication of this letter is delayed, in order to give opportunity to compare 
it with the original MS. now in possession of a gentleman at the South. — Eds. 
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archives*), is dated Nov. 9, 1640. He is found to have con- 
veyed land in Mystic to Josias Dawston, April 26, 1641 ; and 
his widow, Rebecca Cradock, takes a conveyance of nine acres 
in Watertown, from Robert Saltonstall, Sept. 2, 1642 ; and 
on the same date, as executrix of Matthew Cradock's last will, 
takes a mortgage of a house in Lynn.f So much was evident, 
therefore, that he died between these two last-named dates, — 
a period of about one year and four months.^ 

It has been known that " Matthew Cradock " was a member 
of the Long Parliament for London, which first met Nov. 3, 
1640. In a volume which I picked up in London a few years 
since, entitled, " The Diurnall Occurrences, or Daily Proceed- 
ings of Both Houses, in this Great and Happy Parliament," 
From Nov. 3, 1640, to Nov. 3, 1641, published that year, 
I find the following under date of May 28, 1641 : — 

This evening there was an order given for a writ to issue for the 
new election of a Burgess for London, in Master Cradocks place, who 
is lately dead. 

In the Journal of the House of Commons, folio, p. 160, the 
formal order appears as follows : — 

Die Venebis, 28° Maii, 1641, Post Meridian. 

Ordered, That Mr. Speaker shall issue forth his Warrant directed 
to the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, for a new writ, for Electing of 
another Burgess to serve for the city of London, in stead of Mr. Crad- 
docke, formerly chosen to serve for the city of London, and since de- 
ceased. 

Fourteen days previously to this announcement of Cradock's 
death in the House of Commons, that is, on the " 14th May, 
1641," I find " Mr. Craddocke " on a committee for recusants, 
with Sir Henry Mildmay, Sir Symonds D'Ewes, and others 
(Journal of the House, p. 147). So that we are now able 
to narrow down the time of his death to the period between 
the 14th and 28$ of May, 1641. No other person by the name 
of Cradock was a member of Parliament at this time.§ It is 
said, in the Parliamentary History ,^[ that, " during the two 

* Published by Mr. W. H. Whitmore in the " Genealogical Register," vol. ix. pp. 
124, 125, with genealogical table and notes. 

t See "Historical Discourse on the Life . . . of Matthew Cradock. By David 
Roberts." Salem, 1856. pp. 6. 7. 

} In a note on Winthrop's Journal (vol. I. p. 2), Mr. Savage says: "His death I 
refer to 1644, for in our county registry, deeds are found of that year from his agent, 
and in the next year from the agent of his executors." 

§ A Matthew"Cradock, cousin of the Governor, was a member for Stafford in 1620. 

T Parliamentary History. ... By several hands. . . . London, 1763. Vol. ix. 
p. 12. On p. 32 of this volume it is erroneously stated that " Matthew Cradock, Esq., 
deceased in 1640." It was probably a conjecture of the editors based on the election of 
his successor in May, 1641, the year then beginning 25th March. 
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first years of this Parliament writs were duly issued for sup- 
plying of vacancies " ; and it may be safe to assume that not 
many days elapsed after Cradock's death before the issuing 
of the warrant for the election of his successor. In those 
stirring times it was important to the leaders of the liberal 
party in the House of Commons that no vacancy should exist 
in their ranks when it could be promptly filled ; and the city 
of London could be depended on. Three days after the issu- 
ing of the warrant, that is, on the 31st of May, I find in the 
" Diurnall," to which I have referred, the following : " This 
day Captain Ven, being chosen Burgess for London, in Master 
Cradocks room, took his place in the House." This was 
the famous Captain John Ven who had also been a member of 
the Massachusetts Company. Hutchinson says, " he was in the 
design from the beginning, and intended to have removed, 
but never did." He was Captain of the London trainbands, 
and was afterward Colonel. " He led the tumult of citizens at 
the time of passing the bill of attainder of the Earl of Strafford ; 
and was one of those whom the king required to be given up 
to justice as a condition of his treating with the Parliament in 
1642. He was Governor of Windsor, and one of the king's 
judges." * 

Dr. Shurtleff said he had discovered accidentally, in his 
examination of old newspapers, that Mr. J. M. Pintard, con- 
cerning whom inquiry had been made, was at one time United 
States Consular Agent at Madeira. 

The President spoke of the presence at this meeting of our 
associate, Mr. Adams, who was shortly to depart for Geneva 
as Commissioner on the part of the United States in the set- 
tlement of the Alabama and other claims under the recent 
treaty, and expressed in the name of the Society the sincere 
wishes for his health and welfare entertained by all the mem- 
bers, and that his mission might be crowned with success, and 
that he might entitle himself to renewed honor and gratitude 
on his second return as an ambassador of his country. The 
whole Society rose in attestation of their hearty concurrence in 
the good wishes of the President. 

* Archseologia Americana, III. lv. 



